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MESSAGE FRON THE HEAD MASTER

Choosing a school for your child is never an easy 
decision. It is particularly di�cult when you have 
so many options available to you in Abuja. Ulti-
mately your decision is dependent on what you 
believe is the best for your child. What makes a 
school good? This is a question to which many 
parents need an answer. Is it the fine buildings, 
the wonderful and plentiful resources, the 
opportunities that are created in the programme 
that is o�ered or the enthusiasm and skill of the 
teachers? Perhaps it is leadership, the e�ciency 
or the philosophy? Perhaps it is all of the above 
but I believe it is more than this.

A good school should be able to understand your 
children and where they are in terms of their 
development. Your children should be recognised 
as individuals with personal needs and distinct 
abilities. A good school should be able to develop 
those abilities so that the child is able to maxim-
ise their potential in gaining the knowledge, 
skills, values and attitudes that are so important 

in life. Teaching in a primary 
school should accommodate the                            
developmental stages of learning 
and prepare the children for the 
rigours that they will experience 
in the next stage of their learning.

Are we the best option for you? We 
believe so! You are invited to page 
through our prospectus and make 
up your own mind. 

However, there are many things 
that cannot be projected through 
these pages. We invite you to visit 
the school and our website           
www.abujaprep.com and also 
speak to the children and sta� to 
get a       feeling of what we believe 
is a happy learning environment.
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A good school should be able to 
understand your children and 

where they are in terms of 
their development. 

Rob Bruce
Headmaster
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WHY THE SCHOOL WAS ESTABLISHED...

In recent years there has been a proliferaon of “for profit” schools in Abuja. 
Schools have become big business. However, many of these private-
ly-owned schools claim to be “International”, “American” or “British” when 
in reality these names are simply marketing ploys where there is little or 
no resemblance to the status they claim. 

Consequently, the discerning parent has become very circumspect and 
has become wary of what schools claim. At an initial strategic planning 
workshop the following were idenfied as the expectations of the discern-
ing parent who enrols their children at the school: 

 · A welcoming environment where children feel that the school is a  
  “home from home”. 
 
 · A safe environment where bullying of any sort is not tolerated. 
 
 · An environment where children would learn that they need to  
    become contributing members of their society 
 
 · A school where children are taught to be: 
  - positive in their spoken language 
  - well-spoken 
  - cautious and well-mannered 
  - have good values 
 · A school where creative thinkers are encouraged 
   (people who think “outside of the box”) 

 
 · An environment where children's di�erences are valued and                
   celebrated and where talents are explored identified and developed. 

 · A school where the aim of teaching is to develop independent   
    learners with a love for learning. 

  · A school where teachers exhibit professional standards    
   and are involved in continuing professional development. 

THE HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL 
A decision was made, during the course of 2013, to open a new primary 
school in Abuja at the beginning of the second term in 2014. The Proprietress, 
Mrs Ibrahim with the support of the Proprietress of the Regent Schools, 
equipped the school for an initial limited enrolment. A Headmaster and sta� 
were appointed. The initial enrolment on the first day was 12 and the school 
has grown considerably since then.

4
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The planning meeting endorsed the mission statement and empha-
sised that while the statement is very laudable, it is imperative that 
the school delivered on its mission. The statement reads as follows: 

DISCOVER:  At Abuja Preparatory School, we seek to discover the 
innate talent and ability of every pupil. We inspire and encourage 
passion and confidence in order for them to achieve their full poten-
tial in their                academic and social endeavours.

DEVELOP: Once we discover the unique talent(s) and abilities of 
each pupil, we aim to nurture, develop and improve on them to 
attain their full potential. This we would ensure by giving each pupil 
a consistently high quality of education in a safe, secure and friend-
ly environment.

DELIVER: To allow the pupils to become well-balanced and capable 
to decipher right from wrong. We aim to produce respectful pupils 
who are ready and able to deliver and promote excellence in all its 
ramifications.

6 7

MISSSION STATEMENT

To set holistic, high educational standards in an environment where 
learning is inspired and promoted at the child's developmental level.

OUR VISION
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At Abuja Pre-preparatory School, 
Early Y ears  Education includes the 
Butterfly Playgroup, Bee Playgroup, 
Nursery Ladybirds, Nursery Beetles, 
Reception Dragonfly and Reception 
Grasshoppers groups and caters  for  
children  aged  two  (as  long  as  they  
are  potty-trained)  to  four  years.

The Early Learning Goals in line with 
the objectives of the English Nation-
al Curriculum as revised for 2014. 
Areas of learning include:

1. Personal, social and emotional                     
    development 

2. Communication, language and   
     literacy 

3. Mathematical development 

4. Knowledge and understanding of  
     the world 

5. Physical development 

6. Creative development

THE EARLY YEARS PROGRAMME: The Early 
Years programme is designed to allow            
children to develop socially and cognitively at 
their appropriate developmental level. A      
carefully-planned developmentally appropri-
ate programme is in place. Expectations from 
the Playgroup level through to the Reception 
classes are incremental but all lead to develop 
a readiness for the rigours and demands of 
more structured and formal learning in Key 
Stage 1. Children's interactions through            
developmental play and structured cognitive 
and creative activities prepare them for     
mathematical, pre-writing, reading and       
language processes. Reports are issued to 
parents each term.

Chronological age plays an important role 
socially and emotionally and it has been found 
that children who are at the appropriate age of 

8

their peer group are better able to cope with 
the emotional, social and cognitive demands of 
the particular level.  Our minimum age policy is 
strictly enforced.

LEARNING IN THE
PRE-PREPARATORY

SCHOOL

PRE-PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL

Our programme is developed using a 
thematic approach. These topics may 
incorporate Mathematics develop-
ment,Communication, Pre-reading 
and Pre-writing skills, as well as 
Knowledge and Understanding of the 
World, Physical, Personal, Social and    
Emotional development. Learning is 
“hands on”, active and interactive.

Activities within themes will vary 
according to the developmental levels 
of the Reception and Nursery children 
and will follow the goals and                
outcomes of the National                          
Curriculum of England.

Activities within these themes for the 
Playgroup will vary according to the 
developmental levels of the individual 
children. Development is tracked 
according to the norms and goals of 
the “Birth to Three Matters”             
framework and Early Years  Outcomes. 
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THE ACADEMIC
PROGRAMME

We follow the Cambridge Primary 
Programme. Teachers carefully 
design their teaching programmes 
with the aim of giving children the 
skills, values and knowledge that 
they need. 

This should lead to: - 
 · Raising self-esteem and  
   self-responsibility, 

 · Inspiring them to develop  
   a lifetime enthusiasm   
     for learning 

 · Developing their positive  
   social skills 

 · Developing their critical  
   thinking and decision   
  making skills 

 · Training them to protect  
   themselves from harmful  
   influences 

 · Empowering them to  
   take charge of                 
   thselves and our 
   planet's future

TEACHING METHODS 
The prevalent teaching style is 
informed by Constructivist and 
Social Learning Theories.

This active learning method 
guides learning and creative 
thinking, and provides the 
opportunity to develop lasting 
habits of learning. Inquiry 
involves asking questions about 
the world around us and what it 
entails, and finding the answers 
to those questions. 

· This implies that the pupils are 
actively responsible for their 
own learning. The teacher's role 
increasingly becomes that of 
facilitator. A passive model of 
pupil learning is not valued.  

.This also implies that the pupils 
are able to develop and demon-
strate their abilities in a variety 
of ways.  The teaching method 
requires the pupils to pursue the 
answers but the way in which 

the answer is sought is open. 
Pupils may apply a variety of 
methods and means. 

· Assessment methods are not 
merely based on the right or 
wrong answer or a body of 
knowledge, but rather on the 
growing abilities of the pupils to 
formulate hypothesis, design, 
and experiment with and analyse 
the results. 

· Teaching is integrated across the 
curriculum. This implies the 
value not only of knowledge but 
equally importantly skills and 
values. 

· Learning is a social process. No 
child learns in isolation but with 
his or her peers and from         
competent facilitators such as 
teachers, parents and other com-
petent people. An additional 
benefit of this method is the 
development of good                    com-
munication skills, facilitated by 
the frequent exchange of ideas, 
interactions with each other and 
the sharing of the findings and 
the answers. (The ideas of the Education 
philosophers Dewey, Vygotsky et al are 
important)

KEY STAGES 
The Preparatory School is 
divided into two key stages. 
Year 1 and Year 2 are part of 
Key Stage 1 and Year 3 to Year 
6, Key Stage 2. Pupils who have 
turned 5 on or before 1            
September in the preceding 
academic year, may gain entry 
into Year 1

The Key Stage 1 (KS1) and Key 
Stage 2 (KS2) sections follow 
the Cambridge Internaonal 
Primary School Curriculum in 
Mathematics, English and 
Science and National Curricu-
lum of England in the founda-
tion and exploratory subjects. 
This curriculum gives the 
teacher freedom to make                    
alterations when necessary 
while at the same time estab-
lishes standards and norms of 
learning and teaching. Pupils 
from Year 3 to 6 write the Cam-
bridge Progress Tests and the 
Year 6 pupils write the         
Cambridge Check Point                         
examination.
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Living in the twenty-first century demands that 
our pupils are not only exposed to modern tech-
nology but are able to use it to in their learning. 
Every classroom is equipped with interactive 
smart boards and the school has a 
well-equipped computer suite. Pupils use tablets 
in their classes as learning aids. Coding and 
robotics have also been introduced as a learning 
area. 

TECHNOLOGY IN
EDUCATION

The teaching and learning of Science is a vital 
part of the programme. The school has a 
well-equipped Science room with a teacher 
dedicated to the teaching of the subject.

SCIENCE

Reading is central to the learning process. We 
have invested in the Oxford Reading Tree and Tree 
Tops Series as well as the New Way Reading and 
Rigby Schemes. These are our tools for teaching 
Reading.

The school has a well-stocked library of 
non-ficon and ficon books and every year these 
are updated and supplemented with new chil-
dren's' authors.

Our Library Music is an important part of our curriculum. We 
again have a teacher dedicated to the facilitaon of 
the music programme. Apart from singing,        
children are also taught to read music and play 
instruments. Opportunities exist for the talented 
children to explore their skills with various 
instruments. Regular performances are held at 
special functions and during assemblies.

Music & Arts

The ability of children to be able to express       
themselves through art and design  supports all 
learning. Our school celebrates individualism and 
creativity. While we have a specialist Art teacher 
and Art room; Art, drawing and design is incorpo-
rated into all classes and learning areas.
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Physical Education & Games The Intergrated Day

The primary aim of physical education is to equip pupils with the knowledge, skills, 
capacities, and values along with the enthusiasm to maintain a healthy lifestyle into 
adulthood. Acvities included in the program are designed to promote physical fitness, to 
develop motor skills, to instil knowledge and understanding of rules, concepts, and 
strategies, and to teach pupils to work as part of a team, or as individuals, in a wide 
variety of competitive activities.

The school creates opportunities for the children to competitively participate in games 
such as football, netball, basketball, badminton, table tennis, athletics etc.

At Abuja Prep, we see all acvities to be 
important in the education of a child 
and believe that maximum                       
participation is vital to their progress. 
We therefore believe that sport               
activities as well as interest clubs are 
vital to the development of the child 
and should be compulsory. We                       
consequently have an extended school 
day (in comparison to other schools) - 
from 7:50am to 3:45pm so that many of 
the extra-curricular activities can be 
accommodated in the normal day. We 
used the additional time available to 
design the school programme to 
include all “clubs” and activities that 
would normally be optional at other 
schools. Swimming is part of the 
school programme from playgroup to 
year 6. 

These activities are: Art, Athletics,          
Badminton, Basketball, Chess, Computer, 
Dance, Design and Technology, Drama, 
Football, Music, Netball and Table tennis.

As the year progresses we hope to expand 
on these activities. However in addition to 
these clubs we have recently introduced 
activities run by outside service-providers 
from 4:00pm until 6:00pm. The cost of the 
activities after 4:00pm is to be borne by 
the parents. At present these are:-               
Tae Kwon Do, Ballet,  Contemporary 
Dance, Violin, Health Club, Homework 
and after school care until 6pm. 

Our school is also very concerned that the 
children have enough energy to last a very 
long and full day. As part of the school   
programme, lunch and morning and           
afternoon snack are given to the children. 
This is all part of the school package.

15
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